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Medical Marijuana. Social Construction of a Myth 

1. The historical beginning in USA 

2. Canada Law (not Health) system  

3. The biggest ever Business 

4. Italy, a back door for the rest of Europe? 

5. Politics, Business but not Science 
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The MM roots are in Hippy movement 

• In 1975, Robert Randall, who suffered from glaucoma, was arrested for 

cultivating marijuana and won in Court using the “medical necessity 

defense.” 

• In 1977 San Francisco Marijuana iniziative, known as Measure W. won the 

poll but the State law trumped it and therefore was unenforceable. 

• 1980. The Parents Movement start the War On Drugs under the Reagan Era 

• Dennis Perron relaunch the MM for HIV disease in the early 1990’s. Perron 

opened the first dispensatory for sick people, the “Cannabis Buyers’ Club”. 

Dispensatory became legal by “Preposition 215” in California in the 1996. 
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USA: 
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USA: 17 States, 17 laws 
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How Medical 

Marijuana System 

works in USA 
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MM: “The” business 
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• 2000: “Oaksterdam University” trains students in  

MM Industry: cultivation, dispensary operation,  

cannabis law, history and science, cannabis 

business and economics and political activism. 

• In California there are more MM dispensaries than 

Starbucks and the average profit of a single 

dispensary is about $ 20.000 each day ! 

• Sales of MM: 1 billion and 700 millions of dollars  

a year vs. 1 billion and 900 millions of dollar of the 

Pfizer medicine, Viagra. 

• The experts: the MM sales to double in 5 years 
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The Supreme Court declared, on July 2000. the legalization of medical marijuana. 

 

For the court the defendant was forced to choose between his health and the prison 

and this violated his rights. 

 

The same court ordered the Canadian government to change the law on drugs, 

otherwise could be declared as unconstitutional. 

 

In April 2001, Canada government obeys the imposition of the Suprem Court and 

the cannabis is distributed through the National Health System. 

 

That regulation and related restrictions on supply were found unconstitutional by 

the Federal Court of Canada in January, 2008.  

 

The court found that these regulations did not allow a sufficient supply of 

medical cannabis, and thus forced many patients to purchase their “medicine” 

from black market sources. 
 

Canada: the Supreme Court not the Science! 



Canada  

MM Access Regulations 
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Canada 2 

MM Access Regulations 
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Canada 4 

MM Access Regulations. What about Hypocrisy 

?! 
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Canada: Compassion Clubs 
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Towards a full Drugs Legalization: 

the Medical strategy 
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The Transnational Radical Party wrote an important 

manual in the 1995: I radicali e le Droghe.  

Basta con il proibizionismo. 

 

In that essay worldwide esperts explain  

the three main strategies to get  

the drugs legalization. 

 

First is the “Modello Medico”,  

a sort of medicalization of illicit drugs 

 

It’s seems to be the less revolutionary 

strategy, they say, BUT is comfortable,  

reassuring the public opinion 

 

Eurispes poll show the 69,5 of italians is against 

legalization of marijuana BUT the same research  

shows the 84,7 is open to Medical Marijuana 

 



The two strategies to legalize MM also in Italy 
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Legal actions 
the first medical marijuana 

doses in Italy in October 2011 

due to a judge sentence 

Regional Laws 
members of Tuscany Regional 

Council presented a bill to legalize 

MM for chronic and severe pain  



Actions to Stop the Legalization of MM 
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Pro Marijuana Lobby got some political support 
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Political parties and members of 

parliament glorify the marijuana 



Pro Marijuana Lobby got financial support 
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Richard Branson, with his Global 

Commission on Drug Policy, and George 

Soros with his Open Society, 

are two of the well known  

supporters of the pro marijuana lobby. 

 



Marijuana don’t get any support from Science 

Medical Marijuana: Social construction of a myth 

Food and Drugs Administration - FDA Statement (April 2006)  

 
Marijuana is listed in schedule I of the Controlled Substances Act (CSA), the most restrictive schedule.  

Marijuana has a high potential for abuse, has no currently accepted medical use in treatment in the United 

States, and has a lack of accepted safety for use under medical supervision 

Furthermore, there is currently sound evidence that smoked marijuana is harmful.  

A past evaluation by several 

Department of Health and Human 

Services (HHS) agencies, 

including the Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA), Substance 

Abuse and Mental Health Services 

Administration (SAMHSA) and 

National Institute for Drug Abuse 

(NIDA), concluded that no sound 

scientific studies supported 

medical use of marijuana for 

treatment in the United States, 

and no animal or human data 

supported the safety or efficacy 

of marijuana for general medical 

use.  
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Marijuana is a dangerous and illicit DRUG  

NOT a Medicine 



 

For more info: 

bernabei@osservatoriodroga.it 
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Thank you for your attention ! 


